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The Strategic Studies Department follows the important studies on politics,
sociology and international relations. This important issues will be anti-terrorism
collaborations, political and international collaborations, peace and security in
region, cohesion and social equality and promotion of cultural diversity in order
to create equal opportunities and fight discriminations. Carrying out state-of-the-
art policy research, related to challenges facing Europe.

The Human Security Studies Department focuses on the health, food economics,
immigration, asylum and unemployment issues. Also in this department they
intended to promote a programming network that will lead to create new actions
related to different social areas. Also, latest market integration of refugees and
comparative survey between countries, distribution of refugees, budgetary
responses belong to them can be considered.

The Environmental Research Department follows new, important and critical issues
on environment and climate change, also they tried to promote research and
experimentation for innovation in the areas of science and society. They are
working to improve the economic and cultural conditions.

The Energy and Infrastructure Research Department, Finally, follows the basic
rescarch on infrastructures, renewable energies, engineering and technologies,
they work to boost research and production systems and information
communication technology. Also some analysis focuses on the Energy Union in
the new geopolitical context and energy policy, notably the market, grids and
pipelines, the new external energy policy as well as geopolitics. It considered EU
and international energy challenges, including climate change, energy-related
security.

To sum up, main duties of the Center can be listed as follows:

0 Conducting the basic research activities and development of relationships between Iran
and European Union

o Consultation of research activities in relevant fields

o Investigation and recognizing the requirements in relevant scientific research for optimal
utilization of available resources in Europe to define scientific research proposal based
on our needs

o Providing appropriate facilities to relevant research plans

O Evaluate and identify research needs belongs to Europe union strategic studies

O Active and constructive relationships to other institutes and research Centers in Iran and
other countries to set up scientific conferences, exchanging researchers and performing
mutual research projects to reach the goal of Center

o Utilising latest research results and scientific progresses in different stage of research for
development of science, economic and society

© Designing different interdisciplinary courses in relevant European strategic studies

o Holding national and international congresses and scientific meetings and workshops

o Close collaboration with different science and technology disciplines of European union
to implement a program



®

Due to improvement of collaborations and mobilities between Iran and Europe,
the Center for Strategic European Studies was established on December 2016
under direct confirmation of the President of Kharazmi University. This Center
includes one scientific council from advisors and head of research departments.
The members were proposed by head of the Center then will confirm by the
President. The Center is located in Tehran campus of the University. The aim of
this Center is to start strong scientific collaborations between Iran and higher
education institutions in Furopean union countries. Also this Center will try to
recognize and categorize the important and useful potentials of the relationships
between two bodies and propose the relevant projects.

In addition, this Center try to simplify mobilities between Iranian and
European researchers. The main subjects of the Center will be research
infrastructure, health, removable energies, climate change, food economics and
environment, social and human science for international scientific diplomacy and
new technologies. linguists, historians, sociologists, political scientists, as they
undertake interdisciplinary research in disciplines across the humanities, social
sciences, technology and arts can define and conduct scientific projects. In this
plan all researchers are grouped into main research departments. Also number of
strategic research projects on topics such as EU language policy, Transnational
Huropean union and new inter disciplinary scientific projects can be defined. It
is a plan to bringing researchers and postgraduates from the University and
outside of the university. Also, it is a plan to build collaborative networks of
researchers, policy-makers and business representatives across the European
union countries. A regular program helps to promote research interests.

Overall, the main activities of the Center is categorizing under four main
departments:

e  Strategic Studies Department

e Human Security Studies Department

e  Environmental Research Department

e  Energy and Infrastructure Research Department
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Javad Qoudsi

Assistant Professor at the Islamic Azad University

In a note, a former Iranian student’s experiences of studying and living in Austria
are given. He describes how he received admission from an Austrian university

and how he learned German. He also explains about the benefits of studying in
Austria.
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Gholamreza Karimi
Director of the International Scientific and Cooperation Office, Kharazmi University

The note focuses on the political structure of the Austrian government and
reviews history of recent political, economic and academic relationships between
Iran and Austria.
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Ali Tahaei

Senior Officer at the International Scientific and Cooperation Office, Kharazmi University

In this note, Austrian universities and institutions of higher education are listed
and categorized based on their location in different parts of the country. Some
facts and figures about Austrian public universities are also provided.

Mahdi Haj-Mohammadi

Assistant Professor of Chemistry, KKharazmi University

This paper concerns the history of universities and other institutions of higher
education in Austria. Some statistics concerning different scholarships and
international relations of the universities are also provided.
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there has been a rising interest and inclination on both sides during President
Rouhani’s government of ‘prudence and hope’ when Iran is placing ever greater
emphasis on peace and expanding relations with other countries in the world:
Iran has been warmly welcoming relations with Austria and Austria has also
expressed its desire for enhanced friendship and cooperation with Iran.

In this context, a delegation of twenty-one members from the Austrian
Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy will visit Iran from 13 to 16
January, 2017. This will be an opportunity for both sides to develop a better and
more comprehensive understanding of each other’s  scientific-academic
potentials, and, at the same time, lay the grounds for a more sustained and
frequent exchange of students and academic staff to promote research
innovation and creativity. With the establishment of the Centre for Strategic
European Studies (CSES) at Kharazmi University, we are prepared not only to
promote scientific and academic relations with Austria but would take the
opportunity to lay the foundations for improved relations and active academic
interaction with all the member states of the European Union. The CSES will
observe new developments and will be prepared accordingly to help and support
all inter-university and scientific-academic relations between European and
Iranian universities.
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Mohammad-Ali Sobhanallahi

President of Kharazmi University

In her desire to expand her cultural and economic relations internationally, Iran
has always looked at Austria as a suitable candidate in modern history. A high
historical point in Iran-Austria scientific cooperation occurred in 1851 when
Amir Kabir, the influential Chancellor of Persia, founded Dar ul-Funun, or ‘the
polytechnic’, and decided to invite qualified teachers from abroad to train
Iranians in the various sciences and arts of the day. Amir was keen on bringing
teachers from an independent country that respected the interests of Iran,
countries not inclined towards Iran’s adversaries at the time, Russia and Great
Britain. Austria was one of the countries of choice as it was regarded to share
closer cultural grounds with our country.

Austria and Iran have been keen ever since to enhance their friendship and
expand their scientific, cultural and economic relations. Iran has always tried to
fulfill its share to preserve the developing course of this friendship and
cooperation. Iranians have never failed to regard the Austrians’ language, culture
and identity as a nation with great respect, admiration and sense of friendship,
and it has been due to this very respect that they have expected, and welcomed,
Austrian cooperation in various scientific, cultural, economic and political fields.
Iran’s desire to enjoy the valuable experiences Austria has to offer in these fields
has clearly been another important factor in the enhancement of relations. At the
same time, Iran considers Austria’s share in enhancing the friendship between
the two nations and expanding the bilateral relations as only sufficient: Austria
has not fallen short of offering scientific and cultural cooperation; politically,
however, it has taken a different course. Since the Islamic Revolution, Iran has
always been interested in enjoying a greater share of Austrian, and German,
cooperation than any other country. Political considerations, however, have
sometimes acted as stumbling blocks. This is cause for concern as we hope we
can preserve and promote our relations with Austria to even higher standards in
the future. In any event, Iran and Austria are once again keen on expanding their
cultural and scientific cooperation and enhance their friendship. Fortunately,
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